review of the Journal indicated that we were close, but not yet there, in meeting the standards set for such inclusion. We will actively solicit scientific manuscripts and, when necessary, mentor our authors to produce worthy articles categorized as Original Scientific Presentations.
In a field as broad as cosmetic surgery, no single individual can hope to be expert in all areas, but we all need to be current on the methods used and available to our patients who seek many kinds of cosmetic results. So the Journal will begin a series of articles reviewing specific, narrow topics in the coming years, reflecting the range of our members' interests, including skin care, laser surgery, hair, liposuction, body contouring, facial rejuvenation, use of fillers, breast and abdominal surgery, and various other surgical and nonsurgical areas of interest.
I also want to introduce a Tips or Techniques section, where novel methods and ideas can be presented. Additional sections that may or may not be regular or recurring features will include topics related to medical practice or malpractice, patient safety, patient advocacy, socioeconomic issues of medical practice, and the history of cosmetic surgery. The Book Review and Journal Review sections will be continued and expanded as needed (see Table) .
Cosmetic surgery, by its very definition, must be interested in defining and evaluating the ideals of beauty. Artistic sensibility is a prerequisite for understanding such a concept. Most patients assume that their cosmetic surgeon must be some kind of an artist and have aesthetic ideals that they apply in their work. How Proposed Sections of the AmJCosSurg
Original Scientific Presentations
Original Subject Reviews Invited Subject Reviews Tips and Techniques Socioeconomic Issues in Cosmetic Medicine and Surgery History of Cosmetic Surgery Patient Safety Patient Advocacy Medical/Legal Issues in Cosmetic Surgery Book Reviews Journal Reviews Readers' Art Contributions is beauty defined? For those of you who are also artists in other media, we would solicit photographic images of those endeavors. Whether your artistic outlet is sculpture, photography, painting, carving, or some other media, send us your work and it will be considered for publication in the Journal.
Our editorial board and the reviewers who are responsible for evaluating submissions will be reorganized. Standards will be set regarding timeliness of reviews, critical evaluation standards for articles that are submitted for publication, and clarification of such issues as conflict of interest, originality, effective utilization of the existing literature, and integrity.
The American Journal of Cosmetic Surgery Vol. 24, No.1, 2007 I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of the Journal and invite any of you who are interested-join me in making this as significant, relevant, timely, and entertaining a journal as it can be. Those of you interested in submitting manuscripts are welcome to contact editorial board members for advice and guidance in writing your manuscript and preparing it for publication. During next year's AACS annual meeting we will present seminars on the design and execution of clinical research and on medical writing skills, photography standards, and statistical analysis of patient data. If you are interested in joining the editorial board, we will be happy to consider applications from members at all levels of the Academy.
The field of cosmetic surgery is one of the fastest growing areas of medicine today, in all parts of the world. With our international membership, and the focus on learning and sharing already established in the cosmetic surgery community, we have the opportunity to not only keep pace with developments as they evolve, but also to set the pace, by promoting and nurturing the talent that exists among our members. Thank you for granting me the task of editing this Journal. I look forward to making many new friends, gaining many new colleagues, and learning much, much more about cosmetic surgery from you, the readers and contributors.
